                           		               


                                                                                                                           



			

The Mission of The Church of the Straits
To worship God faithfully
To grow together spiritually
To serve Jesus Christ and
our neighbor joyfully
… in the power of God’s Spirit.
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         Minister		      	Pastor David Wallis
               Head Ushers		Todd Kohs and
				Greg Pietrowski        
         Organist		       	Loretta Martinek
	Treasurer	       	Janet Schaefer
	Financial Secretary   	Jean Hunt
	Clerk	      	Laura Jackson
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Office Phone:  231 436-8682  
 Pastor’s Home Phone: 231 436-5484
E-mail – Pastor – norev@juno.com  
Church office – cotsoffice@yahoo.com ← NEW
Church website – www.thechurchofthestraits.com 

OUR   WORSHIP   SCHEDULE
Traditional Worship 10:30 a.m.
Adult/Youth Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
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Operation Shoe Box 2017

When you go shopping, pick up an item or two and place them in the collection box in Fellowship Hall. In November we will have another ‘BIG’ packing party. Remember, the monthly item is only a suggestion – anything on sale is fine!
May is sm. Toothpaste, indiv. Kleenex, lip balms
Call if you have any questions. Of course, donations of money are welcomed to help cover shipping for our boxes. Thank you and God bless.    



The Prayer Group will now 
meet on Sunday’s at 6:00 pm.
Everyone is welcome, as are 
prayer requests. Contact Pastor 
Dave.  God does listen!

If you’ve missed a Sunday Worship Service or are out of town, you can listen to the Sermons on- line at our website:


www.thechurchofthestraits.com. Newsletters and bulletins can also be found at our website. 


Coffee Hour Leaders – Each month someone is responsible to find people to serve coffee hour. Please continue to sign-up in Fellowship Hall. Questions, you can call the ‘lead person’ or the office, thanks!

→ May – Ross Bell
June – Janet Schaefer
July – Darlene Krueger
August – Dutch Miller
September – Laura Jackson
October – Deb Downing
November – Sharon Bonter
December – Rose LaPointe


“Do not be afraid of tomorrow, for God is already there.”    
                                                 ~Unknown
Save the Dates!

New Church Directory photos will be taken July 17-18-19. Watch for updates for sign up. This will be a combination directory with St. Anthony’s church.  Everyone who has their picture taken will receive a free directory!



The Last Sunday of Youth 
Sunday School will be May 14th. 
We will take the children on 
our annual trip to the bakery for a 
donut. Please have your child to church 
by 9:00 am so we can be back in time for worship.



Graduation is almost here! We know about the Mackinaw City Graduates, but if you have a graduate you would like to salute, please let me know so we can spot-light them in the June newsletter. Contact Judy in the church office M-F, 9am-2pm at 231 436-8682 or by e-mail: cotsoffic@yahoo.com . Mackinaw City Graduation is Saturday, June 3rd. 



Baccalaureate Service for the 2017 Graduates will be held at Church of the Straits, Thursday, June 1st at 7:00 p.m. There will be a reception immediately following for the grads, their friends and families. We will need some ‘finger foods’ for the reception -chips & dip, cheese & crackers, veggies & dip, etc. Please sign up in Fellowship Hall if you can help.



A Sign of Honor
Even he who died for us upon the cross, in the last hour, in the unutterable agony of death, was mindful of his mother, as if to teach us that this holy love should be our last worldly thought – the last point of earth from which the soul should take its flight to heaven.                 
                                ~Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
What a Beautiful Holy Week here at Church of the Straits. Palm Sunday, the children’s bell choir performed “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”.













The Maundy Thursday Service of Darkness was an emotional, beautiful experience.













And Easter Sunday, the Sanctuary was filled with springtime flowers to greet our Risen Savior!
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This year’s Easter Flowers were given in celebration of Christ’s Resurrection and in loving memory of:
Dad Vern Clemens by Sue & Todd Kohs 
Robert Heilman by June Heilman 
Rick Birk by Laurel & Duane Birk 
Beverly E. Miller by David Miller 
Archie Falor by Donna Falor & family 
Della F. Bell, Clayton C. Bell by Karen & John 
     Spencer 
Grace Martinek, Ada Cassidy by The Martineks Sherry Lynn Jutson, Crystal Dawn Jutson by The 
     Jutsons 
Andrew Hawver by Don & Jan Hawver 
Ward “Bud” Dexel by Terry & Jennifer Davis 
Bob and Sally Raible by Kim & Jeff Bowman and 
     family 
Hugh A. Murray by wife Marianne Murray & 
     children Suzy and Pat 
Tom Limberg by Elizabeth Limberg & family 
Bill and Elizabeth Whittier, Elwin and Anne 
     Limberg by Elizabeth Limberg 
Bill Bennett, Fran and Ole Sarto by Andrea Sarto 
Dick Moehl, Mike Moehl, Tom Moehl by Margaret 
     Moehl 
Lloyd and Louise Stanley, George and Elaine 
     Russell by Greg & Mary Stanley 
Sam Bryers, Shawn Conger, Helen Bryers, Gladys 
     Wagonis by Steve & Vicki Bryers 
Sophie and Norris Coffman, Robert Heilman, Elsie
     LaPointe, Nita Bonter, Linda Charboneau, 
     Sophie Jamieson by Nelson & Rose LaPointe 
Robert Bonter, Kevin Bonter, Linda Krueger, Mary 
     LaCombe by Mike & Karen Krueger 
Roy D. Prillwitz, Scott Prillwitz by Georgia & 
     family 
Georgia’s 4 siblings: Frank, Ruth, Mary and Bill by 
     Georgia Prillwitz  

and in honor of:
Benjamin, Katharine and Paige Fouty by Doug & 
     Ann Fouty 
                           Anonymous by Jean & Dick Hunt 
                           Judy and Jim Churchill by Greg &   
                                   Mary Stanley 
                           God’s Amazing Faithfulness       
                                   during my accident by Julie
                                   Burnett [image: C:\Users\Judy\Pictures\EasterFlowerse.jpg]






Dear COS Family,[image: C:\Users\Judy\Downloads\prayer_8225c.jpg]



I want you to know how grateful I am for all the love and support shown to me. I sincerely thank you for your prayers, cards, visits, and the 

delicious meals that were provided as I was recovering from my fall. Your love and acts of kindness and grace have helped me through other challenges as well. I also value the growth I have experienced through Disciple class and Women’s Bible Study. It is with sadness that I leave this faith community. I will treasure the time I have had here. You will be missed beyond measure. Love in Christ, Ann Craven






We extend our sympathy to the families of those who  
Dave Morse, who passed away April 13, 2017

 


Willing Recipients
     A young graduate longed for a certain sports car and knew his dad could afford it. So on the big day, he was infuriated to receive instead a leather-bound, embossed Bible. He threw it down and left for good. 
     Years later, after his father died, the son entered his father’s study with sorrow and regret. Sorting through belongings, he found the gift and this highlighted verse: “If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!” (Matthew 7:11, ESV). Suddenly something dropped from the back of the Bible: a key with a tag from the dealer of the car he’d wanted long ago. On the tag was his graduation date and the words “Paid in Full.” 
     How often we miss out on God’s generous gifts because they come “packaged” differently than we expect! At graduation — and throughout life — may we be open to every gift God bestows on us with a Father’s deep love.

Men’s Accountability Group meets each Saturday morning at 9 am. Come for coffee and discussion. All men welcome.





Scholarship Time!
Applicants must be a regular attendee of The Church of the Straits. The Missions Committee evaluates each applicant based on a set of criteria previously adopted by the committee. Criteria is as follows:
	1.  Educational Background
	2.  Church participation
	3.  Church related and Christian Community 	     Activities
	4.  Neatly submitted applications
	5.  Written Essay
Applications must be returned to COS by May 21st to qualify. If Applicants do not meet the criteria a scholarship will not be awarded. For an application, contact the church office.



Beginning… and Beginning Again!
     During the coming weeks, as you or loved ones celebrate graduation, remember it isn’t a closed door, an end or a farewell. Instead, it’s an entryway threshold, a beginning, a hello — and one of many such opportunities that mark life. 
     “God wants us to know that life is a series of beginnings, not endings, just as graduations are not terminations but commencements,” writes Bernie Siegel. “Creation is an ongoing process, and when we create a perfect world where love and compassion are shared by all, suffering will cease.” 
     Of course, we can “create a perfect world” only by letting God guide our actions. So, dear graduates, may you partner with God to meet suffering with love, kindness and compassion
 through all the new beginnings of your life!
[bookmark: _GoBack]
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Spring is playing peek-a-boo with us!  We all have gone outside and seen the little signs of life come up, sometimes more than once to make an appearance.  It’s hard to believe that these little plants can survive the cold, windy, snowy winter and come back to life in the spring.  God has painted all of creation with the resurrection story.  

Only a blind person cannot see that!  I saw a video on facebook about a week ago that showed an older man with his family enjoying the outdoors together.  What was special about this was this older man was trying on a new pair of special glasses that were to help him see what he had never seen before – color!  In front of him was the beauty of the outdoors and about a dozen or so balloons of different bright colors.  He tried on the new glasses and within a few seconds he took them off and began to weep because he was so happy and astonished at what he had seen for the first time in his life.  I cried with him because I was so touched by what I witnessed on video.  

This is what happens every spring (not that I cry about it) when we witness color once again.  This is what happens to me every Easter when I witness again the unfathomable love of my Savior who died and rose again for me.  It is like going from color blindness to seeing the whole spectrum of color again for the first time.  I was blind but now I see.  I can’t thank Jesus enough for loving you and me.  

I am GRATEFUL!  It is this gratefulness that motivates us to live in a way that honors God.  It makes me want to pursue holiness and a deeper study of His Word.  It makes me want to reach out to others who are “spiritually blind” and let them know there is color in this world and the artist is God himself.  Those who are desperate and hopeless are colorblind to God’s love, mercy and grace.  They can’t see because they have not put on Christ.  He made the blind see.  He raised the dead.  He healed the wounded and he does the same today.

Be GRATEFUL!  Stop looking at what you don’t have or what you have had to endure and instead look at what you do have and what you have to look forward to.  Any present suffering you may have to go through isn’t “worth comparing to the glory that will be revealed in us” one day (Romans 8:18).  Keep Jesus in your heart (like the special color glasses) and you will see life is worth living and it’s still beautiful.

I have everything I need in Jesus and I am grateful that he has given me many other things to love and enjoy as well; my wife, kids and grandkids, my extended family and brothers and sisters in church, my job, my neighbors, my health, and so on.  All these things could be taken from me except Jesus.  He is my rock and I pray he is yours as well.

Love you,



Pastor Dave
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