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 (
Bible Quiz Answer:  
C (See Mark 10:13.)
)

As usual, the Sanctuary was filled on Christmas Eve with beautiful poinsettias in honor and in memory of many loved ones.

The two wreaths in the Church Sanctuary were given in loving memory of Robert E. and Dorothy M. Wallin by their family.

Christmas Poinsettias Given in Loving Memory of:

Gary Williams by Gussie and his family
Gloria Whipple by Betty Rohrlack
Shawn Michelle Rogers, Florence Annis by Mario and 
    Holly Rodriguez
Marietta E. McGuire by Ken McGuire
Tom Limberg by Liz and family
Bill Bennett, Fran and Ole Sarto by Andrea Sarto
Norris and Sophie Coffman, father and mother, Elsie LaPointe, mother, Juanita Bonter and Linda Charboneau, sisters, Sophie Jamieson, grandmother, James Hull, brother-in-law by Nelson and Rose 
   LaPointe 
Husband, Merritt Cole by wife, Marilyn Cole
All Those I’ve Lost by Brenda M. Bell
Joseph and Elizabeth Pettit by Joann P. Leal
Clara Waara Johnson by Al Beamish, Julie and Bob Bell
Wilfred Waara by Al Beamish, Julie and Bob Bell
Angie Moore by Parents Roger and Debbie 
Joyce Hall by Leland Hall and Linda Veitch 
Irvin Martinek and Carl Cassidy by Wes and Loretta 
   Martinek
Edward Voss by Mario and Holly Rodriguez 
Gene Cooley by Matt and Shannon Cooley
Ruth Rypstra and Delores Pethers by Matt and Shannon 
   Cooley
Lester and Bernice Orr by Their Loving Family
Bob and Peg Irwin, Art and Margaret MacLean by Ron 
   and Laurene Irwin

And in Honor  of:

Our Children by Jack and Nan Keck
Pierceson Irwin, Lauren Sommer, Maddie Sommer by 
   Ron and Laurene Irwin





“What the new year brings to you will depend a great deal on what you bring to the new year.”
				~ Vern McLellan


Dear Church of the Straits,
     Thank you so very much for the fruit basket, so bery thoughtful. God’s Blessing to all.
     Bud and Martha Darrow

Church of the Straits,
     Thank you so much for the gift of fruit – so thoughtful of you and it was definitely enjoyed!
Merry Christmas to all of you.
     Love, Nancy Meir

Dear People of the Church of the Straits,
     Thank you for the nice tray of fruit and cookies. It was greatly appreciated.
     Love, Jean Paquet


The Legend of the Sand Dollar
There’s a pretty little legend that 
     I would like to tell 
Of the birth and death of Jesus 
     found in this lowly shell. 

If you examine closely, you’ll see that you find here 
Four nail holes and a fifth hole, made by a Roman’s 
     spear. 

On one side the Easter lily, its center is the star 
That appeared unto the shepherds and led them 
     from afar. 

The Christmas poinsettia etched on the other side 
Reminds us of his birthday, our happy 
     Christmastide. 

Now break the center open, and here you will 
     release 
The five white doves awaiting to spread good will 
     and peace. 

This simple little symbol, Christ left for you and me 
To help us spread his Gospel, through all eternity. 

  				      ~Author unknown





    “Trees Bearing Fruit”
The Women’s Retreat will occur on January 16-18, 2015 at Gloria Taylor Lodge on Cedar Campus East. We will talk about Biblical family trees, the House for God’s Name, the Cross for Our Sins, and the benefits from trees in Bible stories. Car pooling will be done at the Church of the Straits at 10:30 a.m. on Friday, January 16th. We will stop at Ang-Gio’s in Cedarville for lunch. Contact Andrea Sarto (231-818-5743) or Jo Ann Rinehart (231-436-8131) to sign up or ask questions. Hope you can join us.


Highly Prized
In a 1648 sermon titled “Christ Is the Life of Believers,” English preacher Thomas Brooks encouraged listeners to highly prize Jesus and to remember that he highly prizes us: 

“You prize great ones; the Lord Jesus Christ is great — he is King of kings, and Lord of lords. You prize others for their wisdom and knowledge; the Lord Jesus hath in himself “all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 2:3, KJV). You prize others for their beauty; the Lord Jesus Christ is the most beautiful of ten thousand (Song of Solomon 5:10). You prize others for their usefulness; the Lord Jesus Christ is the right hand of a believer, without which he can do nothing. 

“Take away Jesus Christ, and a believer is nobody — nobody to perform any action, nobody to bear any affliction, nobody to conquer corruption, nobody to withstand temptation. Oh, prize Jesus Christ! 

“You are as the apple of his eye; he accounts you his fullness; you are his jewels; therefore prize him who sets such a high price on you.”


“I have decided to stick with love. Hate is too great a burden to bear.”
			        ~Martin Luther King Jr.
Three Lakes Lay Academy
Winter 2015 Class Offerings
In January 2015 a whole new round of classes begin
at  the Three Lakes Lay Academy. Below is the schedule for the next term for Three Lakes Lay Academy (3LLA). 

Schedule:
Thursdays from January 15 – March 19, 2015
4:00 pm – Church Story
5:30 pm – Shared meal	
6:00 pm – Shared Devotions
	6:30 pm – Introduction to the Bible
8:00 pm – Depart 
Classes:
Church Story - An overview of the Church’s story leading up to the Reformation with a concentration of study on the Reformation that birthed the Lutheran and Presbyterian Churches . 
Teachers:   Rev. Jesse Brown – Lutheran Pastor, 
     Newberry, MI
     Presbyterian still to be determined
An Introduction to the Bible - An overview of one of the greatest books in the world that seeks to explore the historical and literary contexts as well as the common threads that run through the fabric of Scripture     
Teachers: Rev. David Van Dam – Retired 
     Presbyterian Pastor, Petoskey, MI 
     Rev. Bre Johnson – Lutheran Pastor, Cedarville, 
     MI 
All classes held at:
	Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
	950 Huron St, St. Ignace, MI 49781
	906-643-7870
Each class is $10 for the semester. Students will be required to purchase books. Scholarships are available. Classes are team taught by Presbyterian and Lutheran teachers.

Please pre-register at davidvandam68@gmail.com or UPBRE3@gmail.com before January 12, 2015 to make sure you can get books by the first class!

For further information please contact:  Rev. David Van Dam at 231-439-5069, davidvandam68@gmail.com 

In its tenth year, The Academy is a cooperative teaching ministry of the congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and the Presbyterian Church (USA) in the eastern Upper Peninsula, and the northern Lower Peninsula of Michigan. The Academy was founded to meet the need of Christian adults to study more in depth on issues of God and faith.
My name is Hannah Flemming
     I will be going on the 2015 Michigan Ambassadors of Music European Tour. I have been doing some fundraising for the last seven months trying to raise all the money needed for the tour. I am happy to say that I have raised all the money needed for the tour in seven months.
     First, I want to thank the Church of the Straits for supporting me and letting me sell my baked goods. My church family bought many of my baked goods and gave me donations also. They have supported me so much! They have always been there for me.
     Next, I have also received many donations, anonymous and otherwise from people in Mackinaw City and the surrounding communities and St. Anthony’s Church for which I am truly grateful. There were many other private donations that were given to me and I am deeply humbled. Thank you to each and every one of you. I would also like to thank the Mackinaw City Bakery and Tea Company where I have worked for the last three summers. They bought scarves from me and sold them in their bakery. My co-workers gave me their empty pop cans and bottles so I could have the money for my tour. They have supported me so much!
     I would also like to say thank you to Dr. Ray Roth, from the “Music in Mackinaw Concerts” in Mackinaw City. He gave my sister and I the opportunity to work the chair rentals this past summer on Friday and Saturday nights and we got to keep the money that was donated for chair rentals to go towards our music education. 
     Thanks to Sophia’s of Mackinaw City who also bought my scarves and sold them in their store.
     To my friends, I want to say thank you for the friendship and support that you gave me and for always having my back.
     Lastly, I would like to thank my sister Olivia, my best friend who spent many endless, sleepless nights baking goods for my bake sales and for always being there for me.
     To Ma and Dad, I can’t begin to thank you enough for all that you do for me. Ma, thanks for all the hours you were up baking and the sleepless nights that you had and all the time you spent cooking and serving food after church the days of my bake sales, you too Mr. & Mrs. Stone and Mr. and Mrs. Brew. 
     Ma and Dad, thank you for your unending support, time and love you have for me. I will never forget all that you have done for me.
God Bless you all!     Hannah Flemming


Cheboygan Compassionate Ministries, Inc. 221 N. Bailey Street in Cheboygan is seeking donations in an effort to reduce costs and increase community involvement for their Lord’s Kitchen. Items can be dropped off between the hours of 9am and 1pm, Monday – Friday. These items would help greatly:

     	Paper Towels
     	Styrofoam coffee cups
     	Styrofoam trays
     	Aluminum foil
    	 Laundry detergent (preferably liquid)
     	Dawn dish soap
     	Bleach
     	Large ziplock bags
     	Cooking spray
     	Ranch dressing
     	Mayonnaise or Miracle Whip
     	Coffee creamer
     	Butter
     	Vegetable oil
     	Kool-aid mixes

Thank you for your continued support!


“The Helper of the Strays”
Tax collectors and the lame,
blind and mute and lepers came.
Those with thirst and many sores,
came to Jesus by the scores.
“Help me, heal me, Lord,” they prayed.
Jesus knew that all had strayed.
So he took their sins and loss
on his shoulders to the cross – 
helping, healing all the strays,
always giving God the praise.
		~Mary Ann Sundby

The Church of the Straits holds weekly Prayer Meetings on Sunday nights at 5:00 pm. Everyone is welcome, anytime. Prayer requests are also welcome, contact Pastor Dave.  God does listen!


[image: http://download.newsletternewsletter.com/ArtLineLibrary/v/vb/vbs_1528c.jpg]
Vacation Bible School is an important part of our community! Each year lots of kids come to COS and hear the good news of Jesus through VBS. It is always done extremely well, but at a cost. It takes a village – in this case a church. In preparing for VBS this year, in order to not put a burden on the budget and help offset expenses, there will be several fund-raisers coming up with proceeds to support VBS. Mark your calendars:
[image: http://download.churchart.com/artlinelibrary/s/sp/spaghetti_8431cn_editcaption.jpg]
Spaghetti Dinner, Saturday, January 31st, 5:00 pm.  Cost of the dinner by donation. Needed are the following items:
	Tomato Sauce
	Stewed Tomatoes	Tomato Paste	
	Spaghetti Noodles	Garlic Bread
	Salad Fixings		Cheese
There will be a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall.

Craft Show and Bake Sale
Saturday, February 28th from 10am – 3pm. Tables are $25.00 each. All proceeds go to benefit VBS. To sign up and reserve your table, call Kathy Pietrowski 231 436—5608.

[image: ]
Pray without Ceasing
The more we pray, the more we shall want to pray. The more we pray, the more we can pray. The more we pray, the more we shall pray. He who prays little will pray less, but he who prays much will pray more. And he who prays more will desire to pray more abundantly. 
Church of the Straits is planning a baby shower for Kate & Peter Walugembe!! The shower will be Sunday, January 11th, 2:00 pm at the church.  Kate is expecting a sweet little girl February 1st.  Below is Kate’s Wish List:
 	  Baby girl Walugembe wish list
-0-3 month footie pajamas

-3 months + lightweight outfits for Uganda

-baby socks and shoes (all sizes needed: function 
  over fashion) :-)

-hair bands, clips etc

-hooded towels and washcloths

-diapers size newborn to size 2 (pampers, huggies)

-wipes, diaper cream (Burt's bees or desitin)

-pacifiers (assorted)

-infant toys (small teethers, rattles etc)

-Tommee Tippee "closer to nature" Fiesta bottles
  9 once, 6 count 

-Tommee Tippee 2-in-1 bottle cleaner

-Tommee Tippee fast flow nipples

-Baby Trend Flex Loc Car Seat (Color: elixir)

-Baby Trend Sit n Stand Ultra Stroller (color: elixir)

-Burt's Bees baby bee shampoo & body wash

-Burt's Bees baby bee nourishing lotion

-baby first aid items (first aid kit)

-Moby GO baby carrier (grey)

Many of these things can be found on Amazon.com.  If you have any questions, you can call Judy in the church office, 436-8682.  

A Baby is God’s Opinion the World Should Go On!
~ Carl Sandburg
[image: C:\Users\Judy\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\263L21UF\psalm23_8412c.jpg]A dear friend of mine went through Cancer treatments a year or so ago and along the way, she kept very close to The Word. As she was traveling back and forth to Chicago for treatments and  check-ups, she studied specifically the 23rd Psalm. She sent me and her other prayer warriors her notes on that Psalm and I loved them so much, I asked if I could reprint her notes in my monthly newsletters. She happily agreed. So over the next 12 months, I will include in each newsletter, her study on the 23rd Psalm. I hope you enjoy them as much as I did.                		~Judy Churchill

The Lord is my Shepherd;
I shall not want.
He makes me to lie down in green pastures; 
He leads me beside the still waters.
He restores my soul;
He leads me in the path of righteousness for His name sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil; for You are with me;
Your rod and staff, they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of mine enemies;
You anoint my head with oil;
My cup runs over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life;
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord Forever. 
[image: C:\Users\Judy\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\D1TODCJZ\bfast_9515c.jpg]
     We know that King David wrote this poem. King David was intimately acquainted with shepherding and sheep. He was called “the shepherd king.” It is the most beloved poem written in the Old Testament. There is much controversy as to when and where David wrote the 23rd Psalm. Most agree that it was written in King David’s later years of life. I tend to lean on the thought that this was written during the time King David took his family and fled from his son Absalom. Absalom had turned many people against King David and he tried to overtake his father’s throne. King David took his whole household with him (except 10 women, concubines, to keep the house) and crossed over the Brook Kidron on into the wilderness. David wept as he went up the Mount of Olives, his head covered and barefoot. All the people who were with him did the same. When he got to the top of the mountain, he worshiped God (2 Samuel 15:14-30). King David had written several Psalms during that time. 	       
     I am sure this may have been a time when King David reflected on simpler times when he was a young shepherd boy; how he fought both lion and bear while protecting his father’s sheep (I Samuel 17:34-37); how God had always been there for him, giving him strength and courage. King David knew that God was with him in good times and in bad.   
     Could you imagine how broken his heart must have felt knowing his son, whom he loved dearly, was trying to seek him out and have him killed so he could be king? What a valley to have walked through!
     Psalm 23 consists of 118 words. Amazingly in its 6 verses it takes the reader on a year long journey as a sheep with her shepherd. I’ve been studying this Psalm on my own (no “study books”) since the beginning of this year (2014). I’ve read a lot of commentaries and have done word studies on the 23rd Psalm. I think most of my information may have come from John W. Ritenbaugh, The Berean as I really loved reading his perspective from the sheep’s point of view. I could relate to his writings – I am not a deep philosopher or thinker; my thoughts are simple as you will soon find out. 
     I have verbally shared some of my insights with friends; many seemed interested in knowing more and have asked me to send them my notes. I am not a writer but I hope you will still find what I have written intriguing, interesting, as well as educational. 


Men’s Breakfast will meet the 2nd and 4th Thursdays in January only. They will meet the 8th and 22nd at 8:00 am. And will resume 1st and 3rd Thursdays in February.


 (
Bible Quiz
)

 (
Who rebuked people for bringing their children to Jesus? 
A. The religious leaders 
B. Jesus himself 
C. The disciples 
D. Roman soldiers
)
[image: http://download.newsletternewsletter.com/artlinelibrary/c/ch/children_12221c.jpg]






[image: ]Dear COS Family,
My family and I are appreciative. We live in a community where we are blessed with kindness and so much help running errands, bringing meals and stopping for visits during my recovery. May God’s blessings find you abundantly this year. 
                          Love, Kathy Heilman and family





We extend our sympathy to the families of those who entered the Church Triumphant:
Frank Sheldon (Georgia Prillwitz’s brother), who 
     passed away December 7, 2014


		                SARM 2015 Events
			SARM is open to all youth
			Grade 7 and higher. Join 				them for fun and fellowship.
 (
January 25
 - Baked Potato Lunch, at COS, 11:45 – 1 pm. Youth needed to serve and clean-up. Cost for the meal by donation.
February 7
 – 
Come and get acquainted with SARM. Parents welcome for a ‘meet and greet’.  
Pizza and games
.
February 
16
 – Soup Supper Fundraiser, at COS, 5 – 6:30 pm. Youth needed to help serve and clean-up. Cost for the meal by donation.
April 2
4
-2
6
 – 
Acquire
 the Fire. 
D
etails to follow.
April 15 - 
The
 Annual Swiss Steak Dinner
 at 
Audie’s
 
5-6:30 pm. 
$10 per person. 
Youth needed to help serve and clean-up.
June 
7
-1
3
 – SARM Mission Trip – details to follow.
The 
Annnual Congregational 
  
Meeting
 
is scheduled for 
Sunday, January 25
th
 immediately 
following worship. 
Rev. 
Elbert 
Dulworth, the Marquette District 
Super
intendent
 
will moderate.
 
SARM will
 be serving a Baked Potato Lunch following the meeting.  Cost of lunch is by donation.
)			Questions, or for more information call Kristi Laninga at 231-597-0353.

























The Well-Balanced Church!
     The owner of a new puppy got a good laugh when the little dog, out for a walk, had an itch. The trouble was that the itchy spot was accessible only to a hind leg. So, while still walking, the pup tried to scratch and tumbled over, rolling a couple of times before coming to rest. 
     In several places throughout Scripture, the apostle Paul writes about the church as the body of Christ, and of the importance of each member. Just as the dog needed each leg to stay balanced while walking, so the church needs all the different God-given gifts of its members: preachers and teachers, friendly visitors, generous givers, musicians and singers, wise parents and imaginative children, people to produce and distribute meals, newsletters, lesson materials, and on and on. 
     When we start thinking that some part of Christ’s body isn’t necessary, we risk taking quite a tumble!


Operation Shoe Box
Back in 2012 we collected items throughout the year and that seemed to work well, as we sent out 93 shoe boxes. This year we collected only 54. I shouldn’t say ‘only’ because somewhere in the world, 54 children’s lives will be changed because of your generosity! But I’ve decided to go back to the monthly collection for 2015 and maybe we can surpass our largest previous number of boxes sent – 146! Each month, I will list a suggestion for the boxes and when you go shopping, perhaps you can pick up an item or two and place them in the collection box in Fellowship Hall. In November we will have a ‘BIG’ packing party. Remember, the monthly item is only a suggestion – if you see something on sale that you think a child would love, that’s fine!

January is washcloths, combs, small brushes month.

Call me if you have any questions. As always, donations of money are welcomed to help cover the cost of shipping for our boxes. Thank you and God bless.    ~ Judy Churchill

“A day without laughter is a day wasted.”
			~Charlie Chaplin
































































































































































[image: C:\Users\Judy\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\3K0FGSPE\message_2119c.jpg]
I was told that it was newsletter time again and I needed to write my little article for the month.  That means that soon (perhaps before you get this) the New Year will be upon us.  I always like the start of a new year because it’s like hitting the restart button.  We have just gone through a year of stuff, some of it scheduled (like holidays, birthdays, jobs, and such) and some of it not scheduled (injuries, sickness, surprises of various sorts).  We may have liked our year or we may have wished it away, but it happened.  

Now we will start a new year where we can bring an attitude of anticipation and excitement or fear and trepidation – it’s your choice.  We can’t do like some of those movies indicate where we can wake up on the same day every day and do something different to change it until we get it right.  We can start new each day with the intention of living it for God’s glory.  

Lamentations 3:21-23(NIV) says, “Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope:  Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.  They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness”.  We have a new year every year and a new day every day.  God carries over our joy and tells us to bury our sins in His love and grace.  

You may have had a bad year!  You may still have lingering effects from the events or circumstances that contributed to the past, but you don’t have to let them carry into the future.  Give it all to Jesus and He can help you move into a joyful future.  If he doesn’t hold your past against you then why should you?

Some of you have had a great year in 2014 and that is wonderful.  Do not ever forget to thank God for all that has been a part of your life this past year.  When we exclude God from the equation in our life, we will end up excluding permanent peace, joy, love and hope from our lives.  God’s gift of Jesus to us is our reason for life.  Do as 1 Thess. 5:18 says, “Give thanks in all circumstances…”.  

Above all other things, resolve to live in Christ in 2015.  Make Him a part of every area of your life.  You will be surprised how He can transform a potentially bad day, or year, into a season of joy and peace. 

I love you all,


Pastor Dave  
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